GREGORY THE ABB AT                       199
During these years Gregory was occupied with many things besides the care of his monastery. He was the right-hand man of Pope Pelagius, who had frequent occasion to consult him on ecclesiastical matters.1 He seems also to have served his master in the capacity of secretary, just as Jerome and Prosper served respectively Damasus and Leo. At any rate, we have Paul's authority2 for stating that he was the writer of an important letter sent in Pelagius's name to the Istrian schismatics; and it seems fairly certain that, in this controversy at any rate, Gregory took a considerable share.
This Schism of the Three Chapters had been for some years a source of trouble to the Eoman Church, and it continued to be a thorn in the side of the Papacy during the greater part of Gregory's own pontificate. Its origin is somewhat obscure, but if we may believe Liberatus, it was a development of an Origenistic dispute, complicated by the personal jealousies of rival churchmen.3 Its formal commencement, however, was with an edict published by Justinian in 543 or 544, which, in the last three sections or chapters, condemned the person and writings of Theodore, bishop of Mopsuestia, the writings of Theodoret, bishop of Cyrrhus, "which he published in defence of the heretic Nestorius against the holy faith and the first holy synod of Ephesus and St. Cyril and his twelve chapters," and lastly " the impious letter which Ibas is alleged to have written to Mans, the Persian heretic." * This edict, intended to conciliate the Monophysites by anathematizing those who seemed tainted with Nestorian opinions, greatly scandalized the orthodox. For although the opinions of Theodore were notoriously erroneous, and although the writings of Theodoret and Ibas unquestionably bore a Nestorian complexion, yet the Fathers of Chalcedon had restored Theodoret to his see without exacting
1  In Greg. JETp. iii. 66, the Bishop of Bavenna writes to Gregory : " Sedem apostolioam, quam antea moribus mine etiam. honore debito gubernatis."
2  Paul. Diac. H. L. iii. 20.
3  Liberatus Breviar. 23, 24.   L. concludes thus: " Illud liquere omnibus credo, per Pelagium diaconum et Theodorum Caesareae Gappadociae epis-copum, hoc scandalum in ecclesiam fuisse ingressum.   Quod etiam publice ipse Theodoras clamitavit, se et Pelagium vivos incendendos, per quos hoc scandalum introivit in mundum."
4  This edict has been lost, but its contents must have been substantially the same as those of the lustimani Confessio (Migne P. L. Ixix. p. 226,c fishermen were in the habit of transporting to Britain by night in the space of a single hour.                   i          iiitt^iiiii
